Your address
[name of MP]

House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
[date]
Dear [name of MP]
I am very concerned about the low rates of asylum support and high levels of destitution and poverty experienced by asylum seekers, and the impact this has on society as a whole. 
Levels of asylum support are about to be set for the next financial year. Please write to the Home Secretary to ask that asylum support subsistence payments for 2010/11 be set at a minimum of 70 per cent of Income Support, or not less than £45 a week for single adults. Please also request that payments be made in cash and be adjusted in line with Income Support. 

Current support rates are set at 66 per cent of Income Support for lone parents and 55 per cent of Income Support for single adults aged 25, which amounts to £35.13 or little more than £5 a day. A review of the Joseph Rowntree Foundation’s research on minimum income standards suggests that £43.60 a week is the minimum required to meet essential living needs plus the costs of pursuing an asylum application. These costs are worked out over a year; the actual costs for asylum seekers will be higher as most will be unable to spread their costs over a year. So an asylum seeker will need a minimum of £45 a week to meet their essential living needs. 

In a separate process the UK Border Agency is running a consultation until 4th February 2010 about longer term plans for reforming asylum support. I urge you to respond and encourage you to read the Refugee Council briefing to inform your response at: www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/consultation
In your response, I hope that you will urge the government to 

1. Commit to ending destitution as a feature of the UK asylum system by providing asylum support in cash to all those who have claimed asylum until they are granted status or leave the country. 

2. Retain cash support for families, and do not introduce the payment card for refused asylum seeking families who are currently supported under section 95. 

3. Retain a right of appeal for all those whose application for asylum support is turned down. 

4. Invest in better quality decisions and access to independent legal advice early in the asylum process. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely
