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27 March 2020
Dear Chief Executives,
As you know, we are currently facing an unprecedented global health emergency.
This crisis has had a significant impact on the asylum system, particularly in ensuring we
have enough accommodation to meet the current needs of asylum seekers who require
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We will, nonetheless, continue to consult and work closely with Local Authorities on
any potential sites identified. I would ask for your support to do so. We will also continue
to make every effort to keep the use of this contingency accommodation to a minimum and
we are applying a number of measures in conjunction with our Providers to manage
asylum intake and the associated impacts on dispersal during the current crisis.
I am sure you will appreciate the huge amount of work involved in putting these measures
in place. We continue to prioritise the safety of our Service Users and the communities
they live in, but we may need to change the way we normally would work further and make
some difficult decisions at very short notice. We would ask that you support us in that.
Rest assured that we remain committed to working in partnership with Local Authorities
and Non-Government Organisations, through the use the Strategic Migration Partnerships
and Voluntary Sector network, to ensure the views of Local Authorities are included when
forward planning.

Best wishes,

Chris Philp MP
Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Immigration Compliance and the Courts

